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PRESS RELEASE

Mr Mandelson,

You respect neither the European institutions

nor Mrs Fischer Boel’s CMO Sugar reform!

The proposal for new agricultural concessions made in Geneva at WTO by Mr Mandelson is deliberately outside the negotiating mandate given by the Council of Ministers.

It also takes absolutely no notice of the CMO Sugar reform proposal that the Council of Ministers and European Parliament have been negotiating for several months.

The Mandelson proposal, with a 60% cut in customs duties on sugar, will decrease the sugar price to EUR 340 per tonne, in other words 12% below the minimum price of EUR 385 per tonne proposed by Mrs Fisher Boel. And yet everyone knows that European Parliament and the majority of ministers already consider Mrs Fischer Boel’s proposals to be too severe.

So, Mr Mandelson, who is in command in Europe? You or the Council of Ministers with European Parliament?
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