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P R E S S   R E L E A S E

CIBE TAKES NOTE OF THE VOTE AT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL'S DECISION AND CALLS FOR AN END TO EUROPEAN CONCESSIONS IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS
CIBE takes note of yesterday's vote at European Parliament on Katerina Batzeli's report and amendments, together with today's Agriculture Council decision on the restructuring scheme in the European beet/sugar sector.
Despite the imperfections of the compromise and the risk that some processors may - to the detriment of beet growers - not play the game of restructuring from 2008, this decision should meet the objective of a strong cut in European beet sugar production. 
This will have serious and irreversible repercussions in our rural areas: a drastic cut in sugar beet area and production in all European countries, the total ceasing of production in some northern and southern European regions and consequently the closing down of industrial units and lost jobs in the rural areas affected. 

This unprecedented effort to be made by the entire beet/sugar sector must not be brought into question by inconsiderate decisions made by the European negotiators in the trade agreements currently under discussion, in particular between the European Union and the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries and at WTO. However, these ongoing discussions give us reason to expect the worst: the successive concessions have undermined the current negotiating fundamentals to the detriment of the European Union. There is a very great risk that without a strict quantitative control of sugar imports, a further decrease of European production will be necessary. Thus the provisions voted by the Council today would become obsolete over the next few weeks and the entire mechanism and objectives fixed by the EU Commission for our sector would be brought into question.

That is why CIBE repeats its request to the European negotiators, the EU Commission and the Member States to conclude agreements which will not once again bring Community Preference into question and will not force the EU Commission to go back on the commitments taken today by the Ministers of Member States on the objectives of sugar-beet production.
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